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Minutes of the Meeting of the 
STANDARDS COMMITTEE 
 
Held: WEDNESDAY, 29 JANUARY 2003 at 5.30 pm 
 
 

P R E S E N T : 
 

 Mrs Caroline Roberts (Independent Member) (Chair) 
  
 Councillor Coley  Councillor Draycott   
   Councillor O’Brien 
    
13. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 
 Members were asked to declare any interests they may have in the business to 

be discussed and/or indicate that Section 106 of the Local Government Act 
applied to them. No such declarations were made. 
 
 

14. MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING 
 
 RESOLVED: 

That the Minutes of the meeting held on 31 October 2002, as set 
out on pages 6-9 in the minute book, be received, taken as read 
and signed by the Chair as a correct record. 

 
 

15. DISPENSATIONS 
 
 The Town Clerk reported that there had been no requests for dispensations 

from Members.  
 

16. STANDARDS COMMITTEE REPORT BACK ON TERMS OF REFERENCE 
 
 The Town Clerk submitted a report informing the Committee of the 

deliberations of the Organisations Working Party on the proposal to change the 
Committee’s terms of reference.  It was noted that Standards Committee, at its 
meeting on 31 October 2002, gave consideration to possible changes/additions 
to its Terms of Reference and had felt that it may be beneficial to add 
“consideration of reports, statutory or otherwise, presented to the Standards 
Committee by the Monitoring Officer”.  The view of the Working Party at its 
meeting on 13 November 2002, was that the receipt and consideration of 
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Monitoring Officer Reports (when relating to matters of 
standards/ethics/probity) was fundamental to the role of the Standards 
Committee and implicit within the existing Terms of Reference and should 
minor drafting changes be required, these could be incorporated into the 
annual review of Terms of Reference which were formally approved at the 
Annual Meeting of Council. 

 
RESOLVED: 

That the views expressed by the Organisations Working Party be 
noted. 

 
17. STANDARDS 'AUDIT COMMITTEE' ROLE 
 
 It was noted that, at its meeting on 31 October 2002, the Committee had 

considered a proposal  for the Standards Committee to fulfil the role of ‘Audit 
Committee for Standards’.  The Committee had asked for further clarification 
on  how this role could be carried out.  The Town Clerk therefore now 
submitted a further report on this proposed ‘Audit role’ and asking the 
Committee if it wished to adopt a methodology for the systematic auditing of 
the Council’s rules, processes and application of ethical standards and 
associated regulations. 
 
RESOLVED: 

That the proposed methodology for a pro-active and systematic 
auditing of the Council’s rules, processes and application of 
ethical standards and associated regulations, as detailed in the 
report, be approved. 

 
18. PRIVATE SESSION 
 
 RESOLVED: 

That the press and public be excluded during consideration of the 
following report in accordance with the provisions of Section 
100A(4) of the Local Government Act 1972, as amended, 
because it involves the likely disclosure of 'exempt' information, 
as defined in the Paragraph detailed below of Part 1 of Schedule 
12A of the Act. 
 
Paragraph 1 
Information relating to a particular office holder. 

  
 
 

19. MONITORING OF COMPLAINTS 
 
 The Town Clerk submitted a report briefing the Committee on the number and 

nature of complaints received against Elected Members.  It was noted that if 
the number increased over time the report would be in a tabular form.  In 
future, the names of Councillors would not be used.  Further to the report, the 
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Committee noted that the Standards Board for England were publishing the 
outcome of cases onto the Internet and were concerned at the publication of 
the names of Councillors, in cases where it had been found that there was no 
case to answer. 
 
RESOLVED: 
  (1) that the report be noted: and 
 

(2) that theTown Clerk write to the Standards Board for 
England expressing the Committee’s concern at the 
practice of publicising the names of Councillors in cases 
where it had been found there was no case to answer. 

 
 

20. CLOSE OF MEETING 
 
 The meeting closed at 6.15pm. 
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